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1 – INTRODUCTION 

This Traffic Management Plan (Plan) describes how San Diego Gas & Electric Company 
(SDG&E) and its contractors plan to reduce traffic impacts during construction of the South Bay 
Substation Relocation Project (Project).  The Project is located in Chula Vista, California, and 
involves the following activities:  

• construction of a new 230/69/12 kilovolt (kV) Bay Boulevard Substation;  
• construction of a 230 kV loop-in, including underground and overhead interconnections;  
• relocation of six overhead 69 kV transmission lines;  
• extension of a 138 kV transmission line via overhead and underground configurations; 
• demolition of the existing South Bay Substation; and  
• wetland restoration activities at the D Street Fill Site.  

This Plan was prepared in accordance with measures provided in the California Public Utilities 
Commission (CPUC) Mitigation Monitoring, Compliance, and Reporting Program (MMCRP) 
for the Project and Special Condition 22 of the California Coastal Commission (CCC) Coastal 
Development Permit (CDP), which includes stipulations for development of the Plan and 
guidelines for reducing impacts associated with construction-related traffic.  This Plan will 
pertain to all components of the Project. 

2 – OBJECTIVES 

The purpose of this Plan is to support compliance with the MMCRP and CDP throughout the 
duration of construction of the Project.  The contents of this Plan are intended to accomplish the 
following objectives:  

• Minimize traffic congestion and delays due to Project-related construction; 

• Maintain emergency vehicle access during Project construction in coordination with local 
agencies; 

• Ensure safety to motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists utilizing Bay Boulevard during 
construction activities; 

• Minimize traffic-related impacts to public transit systems and pedestrian/bicycle routes; 
and 

• Maintain consistency with Applicant-Proposed Measure (APM) TRA-01, Mitigation 
Measures (MMs) TRA-1, TRA-2, TRA-3, TRA-4, and TRA-5, as specified in the 
MMCRP and Special Condition 22 of the CDP, as well as with local ordinances. 
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3 – APPLICABLE REGULATIONS 

This Plan conforms to the guidelines outlined by the California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans), CPUC MMs, CCC Special Conditions, and City of Chula Vista (City) ordinances.  
The guidelines, measures, conditions, and ordinances to be adhered to include the following: 

• Caltrans’s Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)1 
• Caltrans’s Work Area Traffic Control Handbook (WATCH) Manual  
• City of Chula Vista Municipal Code - Title 10 Vehicles and Traffic, Chapters - 10.24 

Traffic Control Devices and 10.64 Truck Routes 

4 – MITIGATION MEASURE REQUIREMENTS & IMPLEMENTATION 

The Construction Contractor will implement the procedures described in this Plan in accordance 
with the applicable State and local regulations to achieve the objectives listed in Section 2 – 
Objectives.  As previously identified, this Plan will adhere to the requirements specified in APM-
TRA-01, MM TRA-1, MM TRA-2, MM TRA-3, MM TRA-4, and MM TRA-5, as well as 
Special Condition 22 in the CDP.   

4.0 APM-TRA-01  

“Heavy-duty construction vehicles and equipment would not utilize L Street during the p.m. 
peak hours (between 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. on weekdays). Alternate travel routes, such as J 
Street and Palomar Avenue, would instead be used during this time.” 

4.1 MM TRA-1  

“Prior to the start of construction, SDG&E shall submit traffic management plans (TMPs) to the 
City as part of the required traffic encroachment permits. Traffic control plans (TCPs) shall 
define the locations of all roads that would need to be temporarily closed due to construction 
activities, including hauling of oversized loads by truck, conductor stringing activities, and 
trenching activities. Input and approval from the City shall be obtained, and copies of an 
approval letter from the City must be provided to the CPUC prior to the start of construction. The 
TCPs shall define the use of flag persons, warning signs, lights, barricades, cones, etc., according 
to standard guidelines outlined in the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) Traffic 
Manual for Construction and Maintenance Work Zones (Caltrans 1996), the Standard 
Specifications for Public Works Construction (Caltrans 2009a), and the Work Area Traffic 
Control Handbook (WATCH) (Caltrans 2009b). Documentation of the approval of these plans, 
consistency with SDG&E’s utility franchise agreements, and issuance of encroachment permits 
(if applicable) shall be provided to CPUC prior to the start of construction activities that require 
temporary closure of a public roadway.” 

1 Traffic Manual for Construction and Maintenance Work Zones (Caltrans 1996), the Standard Specifications for Public Works 
Construction (Caltrans 2009a), and the Work Area Traffic Control Handbook (WATCH) (Caltrans 2009b) 
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4.2 MM TRA-2  

“SDG&E shall stagger work shifts during the peak period of construction activity, which shall 
occur during the approximately 6-month grading and site development phase, and construction 
shifts shall be staggered to the degree possible, such that employee arrivals and departures from 
the site will avoid the project area peak traffic hours (7:30–8:30 a.m. and 4:30–5:30 p.m.) or as 
otherwise approved by the City.  Construction-related truck traffic shall also be scheduled to 
avoid travel during peak periods of traffic on the surrounding roadways.” 

4.3 MM TRA-3  

“Construction workers shall be encouraged to carpool to the job site to the extent feasible.” 

4.4 MM TRA-4 

“SDG&E shall coordinate in advance with the City to avoid restricting movements of emergency 
vehicles. SDG&E shall request that police departments, fire departments, ambulance services, 
and paramedic services be notified by the City of the proposed locations, nature, timing, and 
duration of any construction activities and advised of any access restrictions that could impact 
their effectiveness. At locations where access to nearby property is blocked, provision shall be 
ready at all times to accommodate emergency vehicles, such as plating over excavations, short 
detours, and alternate routes in conjunction with local agencies. Traffic control plans (Mitigation 
Measure TRA-1) shall include details regarding emergency services coordination and 
procedures. Documentation of coordination with the City shall be provided to CPUC prior to the 
start of construction.” 

4.5 MM TRA-5 

“Where construction will result in temporary closures of sidewalks and other pedestrian 
facilities, SDG&E shall provide temporary pedestrian access through detours or safe areas along 
the construction zone. Any affected pedestrian facilities and the alternative facilities or detours 
that shall be provided will be identified in the traffic management plan. Where construction 
activity will result in bike route or bike path closures, appropriate detours and signs shall be 
provided.” 

4.6 CDP-22 

“PRIOR TO THE START OF CONSTRUCTION, SDG&E shall submit a traffic management 
plan (TMP) to the Executive Director for review and approval. The TCP shall define the 
locations of all roads that would need to be temporarily closed due to construction activities, 
including hauling of oversized loads by truck, conductor stringing activities, and trenching 
activities. The TCP shall also define the use of flag persons, warning signs, lights, barricades, 
cones, etc., according to standard state and local guidelines. In addition, the TCP shall include 
provisions to stagger work shifts during the peak period of construction activity, which shall 
occur during the approximately 6-month grading and site development phase, and construction 
shifts shall be staggered to the degree possible, such that employee arrivals and departures from 
the site will avoid the project area peak traffic hours (7:30-8:30 a.m. and 4:30-5:30 p.m.) or as 
otherwise approved by the Executive Director. Construction-related truck traffic shall also be 
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scheduled to avoid travel during peak periods of traffic on the surrounding roadways. 
Construction workers shall be encouraged to carpool to the job site to the extent feasible.” 

5 – PLAN IMPLEMENTATION 

5.0 COORDINATION WITH CITY OF CHULA VISTA 

Attachment A: City of Chula Vista Letter of Coordination includes evidence of coordination 
with the City of Chula Vista.  The City of Chula Vista confirmed that no additional travel 
restrictions are required.   

5.1 TRAINING 

All Project personnel will receive a Contractor Orientation prior to working on the site as well as 
Environmental Awareness Program.  Traffic-related topics that will be discussed include 
carpooling, approved heavy-duty construction equipment haul routes through the City of Chula 
Vista, and staggered work hours/shifts to minimize traffic congestion.  

5.2 TRUCK HAUL ROUTES 

Heavy-duty construction vehicles entering the City of Chula Vista from the north will utilize the 
Interstate (I-) 5 South “L” street exit ramp and turn south on Bay Boulevard, proceeding to the 
Project site.  Vehicles exiting the Project site will travel south on Bay Boulevard and turn east on 
Palomar Street, proceeding to the I-5 on-ramp.  A truck route map is provided in Attachment B: 
Anticipated Truck Routes. 

The City has published a specific list of approved truck routes noted on Schedule VII from 
Chapter 10.64.010 of the Chula Vista Municipal Code, which is included as Attachment C: City 
of Chula Vista Approved Truck Routes to this Plan.  All heavy-duty construction vehicles used 
for the Project will comply with the City of Chula Vista Municipal Code 10.64.010. 

In accordance with APM-TRA-01, the use of L Street for heavy-duty construction equipment 
will be avoided during the weekday peak hours of 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  As an alternative, 
heavy-duty construction traffic traveling east or west through the City will utilize Palomar Street 
and J Street.  SDG&E will stagger work shifts to the degree possible such that employee arrivals 
and departures from the site avoid peak traffic hours to further minimize traffic-related impacts. 

5.3 EMERGENCY SERVICE PROVIDER COORDINATION 

SDG&E does not anticipate that construction activities will result in access restrictions to 
emergency service providers.  Attachment A: City of Chula Vista Letter of Coordination 
provides confirmation from the City of Chula Vista that SDG&E is in compliance with the City 
of Chula Vista’s notification process for the police and fire departments.  However, SDG&E’s 
Construction Contractor will coordinate directly with the City to provide the locations, nature, 
timing, and duration of any construction activities that could restrict access movement of 
emergency service providers to local police departments, fire departments, ambulance services, 
and paramedic services.  Should it be necessary to block access to any nearby property, 
SDG&E’s Construction Contractor will provide access to emergency vehicles through the use of 
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plating over excavations, short detours, alternate routes, or other methods established in 
conjunction with local agencies.  

5.4 TRAFFIC CONTROL PLANS 

A draft Traffic Control Plan (TCP) for construction of the Bay Boulevard Substation and 
associated main access driveway is provided as Attachment D: Traffic Control Plan.2  The TCP 
describes the use of flag persons, warning signs, lights, barricades, and/or cones that could be 
utilized during construction when equipment/material deliveries or construction activities cause 
blocked or restricted roadways or temporary impacts to the movement of traffic in the Project 
area.  Attachment D: Traffic Control Plan also includes a Traffic Control Diagram, which 
demonstrates the use of temporary detours along the construction zone for pedestrians and 
bicyclists.  In addition, SDG&E’s Construction Contractor will utilize specialized equipment 
delivery professionals for the delivery of large equipment deliveries to the site.  These 
professionals will consider the specific object sizes, weights, origin, destination, unique handling 
requirements, and evaluate alternative transportation approaches for each delivery, as needed.  
Required permits will be obtained from appropriate cities, counties, and other agencies, such as 
Caltrans, as needed. 

6 – REFERENCES 

Caltrans.  2012.  MUTCD.  

Caltrans.  2012.  WATCH Manual. 

City of Chula Vista Municipal Code. Title 10 Vehicles and Traffic, Chapters - 10.24 Traffic 
Control Devices and 10.64 Truck Routes 

 

2 Separate TCPs/permits for construction of the transmission line, demolition of the existing South Bay Substation, 
and mitigation activities at the D Street Fill Site will be prepared/obtained from the City of Chula Vista, as needed, 
and will be included as an attachment to this Plan. 
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